
Dear alumni, parents and friends:

It has been since March that I’ve seen most of our students, and it is exciting to have everyone 
back in Cedar Falls.  Back to school looks very different this year, but our mission continues.  
We are taking precautions to keep everyone safe, and pray that this semester will be full of 
good health and many blessings. 

You can see in the numbers section that our mission is important and was very successful this 
past year.  All of this can happen only with the generous and widespread support of our alumni 
and friends.  I know some of you want to give but may not be able to due to tough economic 
times.  We pray for better times ahead for you.  If you are able to give, we need your support 
this year more than ever.  Thank you.

I give to St. Stephen the Witness because of my commitment to stewardship.  On January 1 
of each year, I give at least 10% of my gross income to my favorite charities.  I do this out of 
gratitude to God for being so good to me.  St. Paul tells us that God loves a cheerful giver.  I 
also give to organizations that have a great impact on people.  This makes me cheerful.  The 
older I get, the more I realize that being intentional about both gratitude and generosity is a 
happy way to live.

In your gratitude to God, please join me in making beautiful things happen this new school year 
at St. Stephen the Witness.  Your support is vital and deeply appreciated. 

All the best, 

Fr. Jon Seda
Chaplain and Director of Campus Ministry

I want to help St. Stephen the Witness Catholic Student Center by donating $______
 My check, payable to St. Stephen the Witness, is enclosed.
 I prefer to charge my gift to my credit card: 
 Card#_____________________________________
 Exp. date _________ Ver. # (on back) __________

  Signature _________________________________ 
Please update my e-mail to:______________________________

Please help us update the database:
Edit the card and return it or email updates to 

dbq303sec@dbqarch.org 

 I would prefer to be
 removed from your database. 

Go to www.ststephenuni.org 
and sign-up for our weekly 

e-mail newsletter. 
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If you prefer to give electronically via our website please go to 
www.ststephenuni.org and select the Donate menu option. There 
you can give a donation quickly and easily with check or credit 
card.  You can also set-up an account or reoccurring donations.  



The ChallengesBY THE NUMBERS
2000 

 Catholic students at 
UNI, Hawkeye  College 

and Allen College

 

Of Catholics who leave 
the practice of their faith, 

80% do so by the age 

23.

  36% of 
millennials consider 

themselves to have no 
religion, the

“nones.”

150 students who 
meet weekly in FOCUS 
organized small group 

Bible studies.  

 80-90 
students attend weekly   
Wednesday night Mass 

called “Primetime”

41 students 
attended FOCUS 

Student Leadership 
Summit(SLS) (the 

largest turnout from 
any school in the Upper 

Midwest) 

240 Thanksgiving 
food baskets that our 

students organized and 
delivered to help food 

insecure families in the 
Cedar Valley

7 
students 

joined the 
Catholic Church 

through RCIA last year

of which $68,000
is the cost for 4 FOCUS Missionaries

The Successes
1  y ear completed partnering with FOCUS

Focus Team 2020-2021 
(L-R) Joseph McCoy, Whitney Klym, 

Leanne Jarvis, Daniel Sasala

FOCUS also works 
1:1 

with students to equip 
them to evangelize  to 

others.

My name is Anna Herrig and I am from Resurrection Parish in 
Dubuque.  I am a Junior here at UNI studying Marketing and 
Human Resources.  Getting involved in St. Stephen’s was exactly 
what I needed in my life. I have been able to attend and lead the 
Antioch Retreat, participate and lead a small group, attend the SLS 
conference through FOCUS, and so much more. But the best part of it 
it all is having this community that continues to lead me to Christ. 

This year I have the privilege to be the Marketing Peer Minister and 
work alongside some incredible people. Having the ability to use my 
talents to serve the students and community here is truly a gift and a 
small thank you to all that I have received from St. Stephen’s. 

“...this community that continues to lead me to Christ. “
My name is Colin Flattery . From Holy Trinity Parish, Fort Dodge, I am in 
my final year at UNI . I am studying Accounting on UNI’s CPA track. I am 
a transfer student from Iowa Central Community College where there 
was no active campus ministry or real place to meet and share my faith 
with others. Coming to St. Stephen’s was life-changing for me to say 
the least. I didn’t know this community was what I needed in my life at 
the time until it had already welcomed me as one of its own. 

I have attended our Antioch retreat and have been a part of small 
groups that have truly challenged me and have made me a more 
faithful servant to Christ. This year I am excited to be leading a small 
group of my own as well as being part of our Pastoral Council. I owe so 
many thanks to the people responsible, including donors, community 
members, staff, alumni, and students, for allowing me to be surrounded 
by a loving and supportive faith community.

Budget for 2020-2021 

$335,663 


